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- U.S.8. SHANGRI-LA
Commanding Officer........ Capt. R.F. Whitehead, USN.
Executive Officer.............. Comdr. J.F. Quilter, USN.

Air Officer. ................. Comdr. F.E. Wigelius, USN.
Communication Officer. Lt-Comdr. J.D. Rooney, (C) USNR.

Damage Control Officer..Comdr. K.A Ayers, (DE) USNR.

Engineer Officer...... Lt. Comdr. P.G. Goebel, (E) USNR.
Gunnery Officer............. Lt-Comdr. J.D. Reilly, USN.
Medical Officer.......... Comdr. P. Vaughan, (MC) USN.
Navigating Officer. . ........... Comdr. F.A. Nusom. USN.
Supply Officer.......... Comdr. A.A. Pabst, (SC) USNR.
Senior Chaplain...... Comdr. P.L. Mitchell, (ChC) USNR.
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~ DEDICATION

S0 Tortne Officers and Men of the U.S.S. SHARGRI-LA this
- logof events in the life of a greal carrier is dedica~ .- ..

.+.ted, In-this first year since she was commissioned you "
- have ssen her through the trying silakedown péried.: you-- - .

- have sailed her through the Panama Canal-dnd {ialf way

. * around. the world to the combat.zone, {ou"navev launthed
,herﬁﬁ[anes,to&stnfkegihe enemy's nomeland and you have . . 1"
tMrﬂmwhmmmMo‘mumukywqud@"~

~.foug
.- the:credit ‘for transforming an-inanimate ship to stee)
~..'into;a; fighting aircraft carrier and ?qu,may tuke just
.. -pride-in your contribution to.the fina Ariumph of free-
dom*and “iustice. o ST
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~ INTRODUCTION

This brief log of the SHANGRI-LA is written and pub

lished to serve as a memory of days which will seem even -

more eventful as time goes by, and to ?ive your mothers,

- wives, and sweethearts an acoount of your activities
since you joined the ship.
" Part One of the log is sketchy -as no attempt is-made to
~tell-the full story of the ship. It is hoped that the
dated remarks will be sutficient to recall to you your
individual exoeriences.

part Two contains mostly news excerpts, the news tnat
_we lived each moment for. tere auain vou.will have to adc
. your.personal experiences -to make the story complete.

. Prepared .
15 Sept. 1945 The Sungery 0¥¥|cer
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Sept. 15 19w Commissioned at berth 42, Norfolk Navy

Sept. 20
Oct. 9

Oct. 15

Oct. 15
Oct. 25
Nov. 2

Hov.
Nov. &

w

Nov. 7
Nov. |7

Kov. (8

Hove D

Nov. 21|
Nov. 26

Dec. 6

Dec. I8

Dec. 23

QOur First Year

Yard. Capt. James D, Bamer, USN, assumed
command.

Began sending all hands to fire-fighting
school.

Moved into drydock #u4 to scrape and paint
hnttom.

Undocked and stood down channel inte
Chesapeake Bay for trial runs., Landed
first plane. Anchored in Hampton Roads
overnight.

Returned to Norfolk Navy Yard

Buildina of ship completec.

Underway for demagrietization station at
tambert Point

Moved to N.0,B. Hampton Roads.

Underway on first part of shakedown
cruise in Chesaorake Bay area.

Visited U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis.
Conducted experimental landings with
p-5). F7F. and B=25

Returned to N.0.B. atter two weeks of
drills and training exercises in rather
chilly weather.

Underwent military inspection by ComFair-
Norfolk.

Underway for Trinidad, 8WI, on secona
part of shakedown cruise-

Anchored off Trinidad in Port-of-Spain
Harbor-

After three weeks of successful training
operations in the Gulf of Paria, headed
for Norfolk loaded with "Christmas spir-
itn

Launched simulated "strike™ on Culebra
island in the Yirqin Islands group.
Arrived at Norfolk Navy Yard for post-
shakedown availabilitv. First leave par-
ty over the side.
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Jan.

Jan.
Jan,

Jan,

Jan.

Jan.

Feb.
Feb.

Feb.

Feb,

Feb.
Feb.

feb.
Mar,

. Phl’.

Mr.
Mar,

pr.

4

16
17

23

24

25

13

1521

22-Mar. 2
r8

9-11

12-17
18-19
20-2y4
52
N-Mr. 2

&9
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Moved to N.0.B., loading stores and ammu-:

nition.

Hoisted aboard 99 planes of Air Group 85-‘

Departed N.0.B., Hampton Roads VYa. with

U.S S GUAM for Panama Canal.
Made practice attack on Panama Canal de-

fenses, Moored to dock at Cristobal, Ca-
nal Zone. Liberty.

Made transit through canal in eight
hours, and moored to dock at Balboa. Lib~
erty in Panama Cijty.

Departed Balboa enroute San Diego, Calif.
Held sighting exercise with tame subma-
rine.

Arrived San Diego and moored to Naval Air
Station dock.

tot underway for two days of military in-
spection at sea by ComFairWestCoast to
determine shio's fitness for combat duty.

Moored to dock at San Diego loading

stores, rockets, passengers and extra
planes for ferrying to Pearl.

Underway for Pearl. Rumors of going to
Hunters Point for installation of addi-
tional 4wmm quads fell flat, very flat.
Arrived Pearl, and moored to Ford Island
docks .

Underway in vicinity of Pearl training
air groups.

Moored in navy yard berth, Pearl.
Underway in vicinity of Pearl training
air groups.

Docked at Ford |sland, Pearl. Witnessed
damaged U, & S SARATOGA. .
Underway in vicinity of Pearl training
ajr groups.

Docked at Ford |stand, Pearl. Witnessed
damaged L S S. WASP and U, S S. FRANKLIN.
Underway on special training exercise
simulating an attack on Pearl hartor de-
fenses.

Moored in navy yard berth, Pearl,
Underway in vicinity of Pearl training
air groups.

Moored in navy yard berth, Pearl.
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br., |0

br. 12

br. 20
br. 2|

br. 24

br. 25

Mr. 26-May 1|
(16 days)

My 12
My 1423
(9 days)

My 24
My 28~June 9

June [0

dune 1330
(18 days)

July |

Underway proceeding singly to UMthi
Atol 1,

News received of death of President
Roosevelt. Crossed international date
line

Anchored Ulithi and fueled from tanker.
Underway with U.S.S. 10WA and two de-
stroyers proceeding northwayd to join
Task Force 58 in fueling area off (kin-
awa. "Moving wp". '

Joined Task Force 58, and werc assigned
to Task Group- 58. 4.

SHANGRI-LA air group made first strike
against enemy held Island, Okino Dajto
J ima,

Operating in support of Okinawa campaign.
Several enemy planes being shot down near
force by fighters at night. Some drifting
mines sighted. On 29 April enemy "kami-
kaze" headed for U,S5.S. WISCONSIN shot
down by AA gunfire, Destroyers HAZL EH0OD
and HAGGARD in our plicket stations hit by
suiciders. On April 30 fired on First en
emy plane during night. On May 8 received
news of end of European war. On May 1|
Bunker Hill seen hit

Departed Okinawa area for Ulithi Atoll,
Anchored in Ulithi. Recreation parties to
Mog-Mog {stand, Vice-Admiral J.S. McCain
Hoisted flag aboard.

Underway, returning to Ok Inawa area.
Making attacks against southern Kyushu in
support of Okinawa campaign. On 5 June
maneuvered to avoid worst part of ty-
phoon. Wind -84 knots, rain very heavy,
ceiling 100-200 feet, visibility low, and
seas from 12-18 feet high. Came no closer
than 35 miles to center of stom, HORNET
and BENNINGTOK suffered serious storm
damage,

Set wurse for Leyte, Philippine Islands.
Anchored in Leyte Gulf for refueling, re-
plenishing, and recreation.

Underway for combat area, conducting
training exercises enroute.
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July 2
July 4
July 10

duly Iy

July 15
!c
kX July 16

July 19
July 28

Aig. 7-i5

Ng. 17

Aug. 19

PR PP

g, 7%

Aug. 27

! Sent, i
n Yoty R
: *pt. 8

Eot. q
Spt. 15
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Held ceremony for swearing into office
John L. Sullivan as Ass't Secretary of
Navy for Air.

10,000 th landing made aboard SHANGR|-LA.
Resumed offensive operations in Tokyo
area,

Made first strikes In virgin territory of
northern Honshu and Kokkaido. Weather
cold and foggy.

First battleship bombardment of Japanese
homeland. :

Capt. James D, Barner, USN, the command-
ing officer, relieved by Capt., Richard F.
Whjtehead, USK

Siahted Jap baloon low on water.

Special strike by SHAKGRI-LA planes
against battleship HARUNA and cruiser
0YoDo.

" (See Part 2 of this vamphlet.) War over!

SHANGRI~LA has operated continuously off
coast of Japan now ror 36 days. War has
lasted 5 years and 3 months, and ends
only 3 months after V[ day.

Removed flame-proof covers from all mat-
tresses. Received ~lPac |39 descricing
point discharge sysicm.

Marine detachment ioft ship to land at
Yokosuka.

Conducted large scale air-parade over
force with all the .ianes of Task Force
38.

SHANGRI-LA planes par:chute food and med-
icine to way orisonrrs jn Tokyo area.
Japs sign surrender terms aboard U.S, S
MISSOURI anchored in Sagami Bay. Presi-
dent Truman declares today to be VJ day.
SHANGRI-LA is close enough today to sight
Japanese coast for first time, with Mount
Fujiyama in the back.round,

Air Group 85 relieves by Air Group 2.
End of censorship.

Marine detachment returned aboard from
Yokosuka,

Ko lonqger Darken snip at night.

- SHARGRI-LA's first anniversary since come

missioning. e are now 77 days at sea,
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but enter Tokyo 3ay tomorrow. Captain
states we may be in San Francisco for
havy Day.

ANNIVERSARY STATISTICS

Miles steamed since sommissioning TW737
Fuel oil used (yallons) 12,950, 48R
Days at sea 231
Days in port 134
tongest period continuously at sea (days) 78
Miles steamed during 78 day period 28, B2
Days in forward area by
Target strikes and sweeps (Sorties) l, 874
Total combat sorties flown 5, 241
Tons o7 bombs dropped on wnemy 79l
Rockets fired at enemy 2, 333
Enemy planes destroyed in air 50
Enemy planes damaged in air 4
Enemy planes destroyed on ground 1534
fhemy planes damaged on ground 190
Enemy combatant ships sunk 7
Enemy merchant ships sunk 5
Enemy combatant ships damaged 22
Enemy merchant ships damaged 36
Own planes lost to enemy action 38
Number of plane landings aboard SHAMNGRI-LA 14, 27
Avarage plane landings per day 0
Aviation gasoline expended (gallons) &, 683, 190
§" ammunition expended (rounds) 7,852
yomm ammuni tion expended (rounds) 96,720
20mm ammunition expended (rounds) : 223, 520
Times fueled at sea 3

Number of destroyers fueled at sea 1
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- Tuesday-Aug, 7  The Most Eventful Week
OWI NEWS (Morning Paper)

The improving weather suggested that Admiral Halsey's
Third Fleet, which vanished into the ocean mists after
raiding up and down the Japanese coast for three weeks,
might strike again soon

SPECIAL EDITION The United States released Monday the
most terrible weapon in the history of war, an atomic
bomb carrying the destructive power equal to 20,000 tons
of TNT. President Trumzn, returning frem the Potsdam con-
ference aboard the cruiser AUGUSTA,” announced that the
first atoric bomb had been dropped on the Japanese amy
base of Hiroshima. He said that one bomb alone carried a
more violent wallop than 2,000 B-29 superfortresses car-
rying the old type TNT bomb., He indicated that the scien-
tists who made the bomb have created a monster which
oould wipe out civil ization.

SHIP'S ACTIVITY

The ship is refueling today, but still no mail.

The information on the atomic bomb is stuaning. Every-
one is wondering how much the weapon is exaggerated if at
all, how many of such bombs we might have, We are 38 days
at sea and supposed to head for Eniwetok soon, but now
everything is changed.

Wednesday-Aug. 8
JAP NEWS

The use of the atomic bomb is so inhuman as to brand
Americans for ages to come as destroyers of justice and
mankind, labeling them public enemy number one of social
justice.

By employing this diabolic weapon to massacre innocent
civilians, the Americans unveiled to the eyes of the en~
tire world their sadistic nature,

Thursday-Aug. 9
OWI NEWS (Morning Paper)

Army Air Force headquarters at Guam announce that four
and one tenths square miles, or sixty per-cent of Hiro-
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shima, .were wiped out by the devastating atomic bomb, Eye
Witnesses state that smoke rose 40, 000 feet.

Doctor Jacobson says that any area struck by the bomb
will remain saturated with death for any human being who
enters for as long as seventy years,

SHIP’S ACTIVITY

"STRIKE DAY ROUTINE' (0105) feveille - (1925 Secure). Tar-
gets on northem Honshu and Hokkaido.

Information leaks through the ship that all alljed
planes must keep clear of Nagasak i at 1100. Evidently
another atomic bomb Is to be dropped.

Messages start coming in regarding organization of ma-
rine and bluejacket landing force as an emergency measure
in case Japan syddenly surrenders, :

JAP NEWS

The production of high octane airplane gasoline from
pine trees has been launched through the nation in prep-
aration for the showdown battle of the Japanese mainland,

The Soviet Army suddenly launched an attack against
Japanese forces on the eastern Soviet-Manchukuo border
shortly after midnight last night

Friday-Aug. 10

OWI NEWS (Morning Paper)

Russia declares war on Japan. Russian army at Manchukuo
border estimated at one million men.

Tokyo says that Hiroshima, city of 343000 is complét‘e-
ly destroyed, that all Viving things both animal and hu-
man were killed, and the dead too numerous to be counted,
Persons outdoors were bumed to death while those indoors

were killed bywhat the enemy calls "indescribable heat
and pressure®

Enemy claims that use of atomic bomb is a violation of
intemational }aw,
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Headquarters at Guam reveal that Nagasaki struck by an
atomic bomb, and that bomb is small enough to be carried
by a fighter plane,

The War Dept. denies the report that an area hit by an
atemic bomb continues for years to react with death deal-
ing radio-activity.

JAP NEWS

All metropolitan newspapers splashed under banner head-

lines the news of the Soviet Union's declaration of war
on Japan.:

The recent American attack on Hireshima was an act of
premeditated wholesale murder, the deliberate snuffing
out of lives of tens of thousands of Innocent civilians
who had no chance of protecting thenselves in the slight-
est degree. It is a matter which goes to the very heart
of the fundamental concept of human morality. This is not
war; this is not even murder; this is pure nihilism this
is a crime aginst God and humanity.

(Speclal night edition) Domei news reveals Japanese
readiness to accept terms of Potsdam ultimatum provided
that the declaration does not compromise the prerogatives
of the Emperor as aseverign ruler. The White House has
as yet received no official information.

SHIP’S ACTIVITY

STRIKE DAY ROUTINE, Targets on northern Honshu and Hok-
kai do.

At about 2100 the news of the Domei peace offer was re-
celved. Many celebrations throughout the ship; this is
the news we have been waiting for. There is some question
as to whether we will or should accept the conditional
clayse retaining the Emperor, but anyway the war is over!
Apparently the war has ended as abruptly as it beaan.

Saturday-Aug. 11
OWI NEWS (Morning Paper)

President Truman declares that only surrender will stop
use of terrible new atomic bomb,
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Soviet troops are driving into Manchuria along the en-
tire front,

B-29's continue large scale attacks.

Three millions of pamphlets daily, featuring use of the
atomic bomb and Russia's declaration of war, are being
dropped or Japanese home islands.

Lt. Gen. Doolittle giscloses that Okinawa based super-
fortresses will be able to carry |5 tons of bombs.

SHIP'S ACTIVITY

The ship has steamed away from the Japapese coast and
is refueling today. Still no mail.

Holiday routine at 1300. Band concert and song festival
on the flight deck in the evening.

No really sensational "dope® today. Everyone waiting
for developments.

JAP NEWS

Declaring that the new type of bomb is even worse than
poison gas in inhuman destructive power, the Japanese
government's protest yesterday charged the |nited States
government with violating International law,

Pointing out that government measures have fallen short
of solving the current food shortage, Nippon Sangyo
Keizai leading financial journal here, suggested that
strags should be laid on transportation in meeting this
major problem. War cannot be fought on an empty stomach.
Many consumers in metropolitan areas are acquiring food-

stuffs through methods other than the regular rationing
system,

War is reallty. All wishful thinking is nonsense in
war. And amount of discussion on how the Soviet Union has

come to declare war on Japan is of no use under the pres-
ent clrcumstances,
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Sund%-Aug. 12

WI NEWS (Morning Paper)

"Hashington® receives official word of Japanese surren-
der proposal, Allled powers in comunication to consider
Nipponese offsr, but show no inclination to accept. 62%
of American people questioned in the streets favor only
uncondi tional surrender.

B-29's continue mining Japanese waters.

Hard hitting U. S, Third Flest remains in Japanese wa-
ters,

Red Army drives more than |00 miles through Japanese
defenses in Manchuria.

General Spaatz announces that 3% of Nagasaki destroyed
by second atomic bomb

(Special edition) Allies agree to accept Japanese sur-
render offer provided authorith of Emperor shall be sub~
ject to the supreme commander of the allied powers.

SHIP’S ACTIVITY

No strikes today, bad weather, expect typhoon.

Informatlon circulates that allies are fomulating a
counter-proposal to enemy peace offer.

Holiday routine this afternoon with band concert on

The captain announces that strike day routine will be
in effect tomorrow. (Maybe the damned war isn't over?)

Message fram CTF 38, “The war is not over yet. The Jap-
anese may be playing their national game of judo waiting
until we are close and unwary. Keep alert for Hipponese
tricks and Banzai charges®,

A loudspeaker announcement in the middle nf the night
says no rtrike day routine tomorrow. Everyonewolls over
for those few extra winka, Maybe the war is over?
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Asahl Shimbum in a feature articl-: this morning urged
every Japanese to do his or her peri as his Majesty's
subject in fullest obeyance of thc augusi wish of his
Majesty. The paper further urged ths nation to maintain
the timest ynity if worst came to worst,

Monday-Au

OWIgNFW‘i (Morning Paper;

Allied reply stating that Hirohito must take orders
from allied supreme commander now in Japanese hands. Ho
assurance that Emperor will remain indefinately on
throne.

Japanese papers preparing people for surrender. People
not yet told that their leaders have asked for peace,

Admiral Halsey to get §2,000 saddle which witl be flown
to him if he decides to ride Gnperor's white horse.

SHIP'S ACTIVITY

. The plans are again changed, STRIKE DAY ROUTINE today.
The targets are in the Tokyo area,

Morale is very low today as everyone thought the war
was surelyjover. We have run our of K-rations, but the
ham sandwiches are a welcome change. Anyone putting out
any "bum dope® today on the end of hostilities is risking
his life.

The enemy was especialiy active today. 2§ planes were
shot down by the CAP over the force. The WASP astern of
us shot down. a kamikaze just in time. (Buess the war
isntt over).

A message from ComThirdFleet, "A well done to the
fighting blue team on today's operations. Your pick up
and go on short notice this moming as the situation de-
veloped left nothing to be desired.....Halsey".

JAP NEWS

The Soviet forces are presently attacking Hailar;,ihe
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Japanese garrison is putting up fierce resistance and ex-
acting a rzavy toll from the enemy.

Mertopolitan papers today continued to emphasize that
the Japanese people's unswerving loyalty to his Majesty
the Emperor is the only factor which will save the nation
from the worst crisis it has been confronted with-in its i
history. '

Tuesday-Aug. 14 ¢
OWI NEWS (Morning Paper)

Allies still receive no reply from Japanese on surren-
der terms.,

Japs continue urging people ‘o follow Emperor's orders.

The war is still in progress Third Fleet planes hit
Tokyo area,

Soviet marines capture two Korean ports, Yuki and Ras-
hin, and take the rail city of Hunchun.

B Y

Army troops continue arriving home from Europe. ;
False report of surrender sent out on AP wires is :
choked within two minutes, i
5

SHIP'S ACTIVITY

The ship is refueling today. Many destroyers coming :
alongside, but still no mail.

In the mid-aftemoon a radio report was received that :‘
Domei news agency has broadcast the Japanese acceptance “
of our counter-proposal.

The ship's landing force of marines and bluejackets is
selected and organized. :

I3

The captain announces over the loudspeaker that there -
is no official word on surrender, that hostilities have
not ceased, and that we will strike again tomorrow, \
JAP NEWS

A new system for selection of government officials ao




cepted by the Suzuki cabinet recently prowised te iv-
duce some much needed changes in the spirvit 2rocai)iy jn

the bureaucratic administration, the Nippon Tir-: said
today,

-

Tokyo Shimbum yesterday morning urged the nation to
rally support of the throne in order to effectuate genu~
ine national unity in tiding over the present national
crisis. "Undoubtedly the worst has come to wrse, ett.,"

Wednresday-Aug. 15

OWINEWS Morning Paper)

Domei news says that an Imperial message from the Eme
Jeéror accepting the allied Potsdam surrender ultimatum
will be forthcoming soon.

B-29's continue attacks.

SPECIAL EDITION nar over! Japanese accept allied

counter-proposal on surrender terms. President Trumen an-
nounces that MacArthur witll be the Allied upreme Comman-
der, Emperor Hirohito orders Japanese armed forces to
cease militafy operations, American forces halt offensive

operations. Japanese Emperor breaks news to oeonie in ra-
dio address,

SHIP'S ACTIVITY
STRIKE DAY ROUTIKE

062 All strikes recalled and offensive operations sus-
pended. Message fram Admiral Halsey, "All snoopers will
be investigated and shot down, not vindictively, out in a
friendly sort of way",

0850 President Truman announces cessation of of fensive
operations.

0944 Set condition 3. (This time the war must be over})

1125 "Torpedo defense®. &1 conditicn | Jan planes re-
ported diving on task force.

Message from CinCPoa, “"Cease offensjve operations a
gainst Japanese forces Maintzin defensive and internal

security measures at highest level and beware of treact

efy or last moment attacks vy enemy forces or indjvidy-
als®,
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1300 Admiral Halsey speaks to task force over radio.
One Judy end one 28ke are splashed by CAP during his
speech, The war might be over, but the fighting isn't. 35
planes are splashed today.

JAP NEWS

kis Imperial Majesty the Emperor was graciously pleased

to personally read the Imperial rescript accepting the
Potsdam declaration in a nationwide broadcast st noon to-
day. It is the first time in Japan's history that the Em-
peror spoke to the mation over the radio.

*.. The wer has lasted for nearly four years, Despite
the best that has been done by everyone. .. the war sjtua-
tion has developed not necessarily to Japan's advantage,
while the general trends of the world have all turned o~
gainst her interest.....Moreover, the enemy has begun to
employ a new and most cruel bomb, the power of which is
indeed incalculable. This is the reason we have ordered
the acceptance of the provisions of the dectaration, *

One Tokyo broadcaster said; "We have.bowed to the ene-
my's material and scientific power. However, in siritusl
power we have not lost yet. We do not think the way we
have thought is wrong. Let us unite together and work
once again to bring our nation up to stand as a strong
and admirable nation. We have lost, but this is tempora-
ry. "

War Minister Korechika Anami committed suicide at his
official residence yesterday night to atone for his fail-

ure in accomplishing his duties as his Majesty's minis~
ter.

P. & No general quarters an hour before sunrise tomorrow
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